Joke Waller-Hunter


Since 1 May 2002, Joke Waller-Hunter has headed the secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change based in Bonn, Germany, as its Executive Secretary.  The secretariat supports cooperative action by States to combat climate change and its impacts on humanity and ecosystems. It provides substantive and technical support and advice to the intergovernmental negotiations within the scope of the Convention and its Kyoto Protocol.  The secretariat team comprises some 150 staff members and manages resources of some US$ 20 million a year.  


Before joining the UNFCCC, from 1998-2002, Joke Waller-Hunter was the Director of the Environment Directorate of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, OECD in Paris.  Integration of economic and environmental objectives in government policies was at the heart of the work.  An Environmental Outlook to the year 2020 was developed and published under her leadership, which led to the adoption of a new Environmental Strategy for the Organisation and its member countries.


From 1994 to 1998, she was the United Nations’ first Director for Sustainable Development, leading the division that provides the secretariat to the UN Commission on Sustainable Development, and co-ordinates the work of the UN in the field of sustainable development.


From 1984 to 1994 she worked for the Netherlands Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment.  As Deputy Director for International Environmental Affairs, she was actively involved in the preparations of the UN Conference in Environment and Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1992).  From 1992 to 1994 she was Director for Strategic Planning, responsible for the preparations for the second National Environmental Policy Plan of the Netherlands.


Joke Waller-Hunter started her professional career in 1973 with the Provincial Government of North Holland where she worked as Environmental Information Officer and Co-ordinator for Environmental Planning.


Joke Waller is a Dutch national.  Her academic background is in French linguistics and literature and in public information.

